Induction of premature centromere division affecting all chromosomes under culture conditions of fragile site expression.
In a study of chromosome fragility carried out under folate and thymidine deficiency conditions, we observed a seven- to ninefold increase of the incidence of premature centromere divisions (PCDs) affecting all chromosomes. This early separation of centromeres is clearly a culture effect and distinct from PCD and centromere splitting (CS), which imply a defect in the centromere of one or more chromosomes.